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The New York State Donate Life Registry is a confidential database of people who have 
authorized the donation of their organs, eyes, and/or tissues after their death.

Anyone age 16 and older can enroll in the New York State Donate Life Registry.

WHAT IS THE NEW YORK STATE DONATE LIFE REGISTRY?

No one is too old or too sick to enroll in the  New York State Donate Life Registry. Doctors 
conduct a thorough evaluation of potential donors, including laboratory testing, to ensure 
donated organs and tissues are safe for transplant. 

If you are sick or injured, the number one priority is to save your life. Hospitals, EMS, doctors, and 
nurses cannot access the Registry. Orgab and tissue recovery agencies check a potential donor’s 
registration status at the time of death to see if they were enrollied in the Registry.

All major religions approve of organ and tissue donation and transplantation, viewing it as an act 
of love and charity. If you have any questions or concerns, you should discuss them with your 
religious or spiritual leader.

No, there are no costs to your estate or family for you to become a donor. Your family pays for 
your medical care and funeral arrangements, but never incur costs for the donation process. The 
transplant recipient, typically through their insurance, pays costs related to donation.

Organ, eye, and tissue donation doesn’t interfere with having an open-casket funeral. 
The donor’s body is clothed for burial and treated with care and respect, so there are 
no visible signs of donation.

You can find more information and enroll online at any time by visiting donatelifenys.org/register

AM I TOO OLD OR TOO SICK TO JOIN THE REGISTRY?

IF I JOIN THE REGISTRY, WILL MY MEDICAL CARE BE AFFECTED?

WHAT DOES MY RELIGION SAY ABOUT ORGAN AND TISSUE DONATION?

IS THERE ANY COST TO MY ESTATE OR FAMILY FOR DONATING MY ORGANS, 
EYES, AND TISSUES?

WILL I BE ABLE TO HAVE AN OPEN-CASKET FUNERAL IF I DONATE MY 
ORGANS, EYES, AND TISSUES?

HOW CAN I ENROLL IN THE REGISTRY AT HOME?

WHO CAN JOIN THE NEW YORK STATE DONATE LIFE REGISTRY?
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